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Box No, I Basis of the report " ~~ ' 

1 . yVith regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. ^ ^ 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following lanquaqe 
which IS the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: ^ ^ ^ 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the intemational application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

"I -22 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-42 as originally filed 

43-48 filed with telefax on 1 6.1 2.2005 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

? ^ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
Supp"teme^n1alS considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as Indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If Item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded, " 
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fppti^b'iity °P'"i°" with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive steo (to be nnn 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: ®*®P 

□ the entire international application, 

M claims Nos. 40-44 

because: 

la the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 40-44 relate to the followino subiect matter whioh 
does not require an intemational preliminary examination (specify): following subject matter which 

see separate sheet 

° t^n!f l""^*'""' °' clrawirigs (indicato particular elements below) or said claims Nos are so unclear 

that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): inos. are so unclear 

° llSild be fo^^id.'"^ '"^'"'^ ^° *"^d^q"^^^'y supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ the tables related to the nucleotide andbr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form nnh/ Ho 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex c3s of ^he TdSs^atte in^^^^^^^^^ 

□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-48 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-48 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-39,45-48 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item III 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

- The subject-matter of clainns 40-44 is related to a method for treatment of the human or 
animal body from surgery or therapy. Using its discretion, the present authority decided not 
to carry out an internal preliminary examination on that subject-matter (Article 34(4)(a) PCT 
in conjunction with Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT). 

For the assessment of the present claims 40-44 on the question whether they are industrially 
applicable, no unified criteria exist in the PCT Contracting States. The patentability can also 
be dependent upon the formulation of the claims. The EPO, for example, does not recognize 
as Industrially applicable the subject-matter of claims to the use of a compound in medical 
treatment, but may allow, however, claims to a known compound for first use In medical 
treatment and the use of such a compound for the manufacture of a medicament for a new 
medical treatment. 

Re item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

- The amendments filed by the applicant do not introduce subject-matter which extends 
beyond the content of the application as filed (Article 34(2)(b) PCT). 

1 - The following documents (D1-D4) are referred to in this communication (Article 33(6) PCT); 
the numbering will be adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1 : WO 03/022236 A (UNILEVER PLC; UNILEVER NV; HINDUSTAN LEVER LIMITED) 20 

March 2003 (2003-03-20) 
D2: US-A-5 736 582 (DEVILLEZ ET AL) 7 April 1 998 (1 998-04-07) 

D3: WO 03/022237 A (UNILEVER PLC; UNILEVER NV; HINDUSTAN LEVER LIMITED) 20 

March 2003 (2003-03-20) 
D4: WO 01/28338 A (THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY) 26 April 2001 (2001-04-26) 

2. Novelty (Article 33(2) PCT) 

- The subject-matter of present claims 1-48 is considered as novel over the cited prior art for 
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the following reasons (Article 33(2) PCT): 

- Document D1 , cited by the applicant, describes a cosmetic composition comprising salicylic 
acid or a salt thereof and a gelling agent in the form of a copolymer of acryloyl dimethyl tauric 
acid or a salt thereof (Cf. D1 , page 2, line 25-page 4, line 17; page 6, line 24-line 28; page 7, 
line 1-line 6; page 12, line 1-line 14). 

- Document D2 refers to a composition for treating the skin comprising hydrogen peroxide and 
salicylic acid as active agents (Cf. D2, column 2, lines 30-49; column 3, lines 7-41 ; column 4, 
lines 3-27; column 4, lines 42-65; column 5, line 62-column 7, line 14; claims 1-3). 

- Document D3, cited by the applicant, describes a cosmetic composition comprising salicylic 
acid or a salt thereof and a gelling agent in the form of a copolymer of acryloyl dimethyl tauric 
acid or a salt thereof (Cf. D3, page 2, line 25-page 4, line 14; page 7, line 3-line 26; page 10, 
line 3-line 26; claims 1-9). 

- Document D4, cited by the applicant, describes an antimicrobial composition comprising 
salicylic acid, ethanol, FeClg, Aristoflex AVC and Xantham Gum (Cf. D4, example 3; claim 1). 

- None of the cited documents refers to cosmetically acceptable skincare composition in the 
form of a hydroalcoholic gel dispersion. 

3. Inventive Step (Article 33(1 ),(3) PCT) 

- The subject-matter of present claims 1-48 is considered as being inventive for the following 
reasons (Article 33(1), (3) PCT): 

- The problem to be solved by the present application is to provide a skin care composition 
effective in the treatment of acne vulgaris. 

- The solution proposed in the present application is a skin care composition suitable for 
topical application to the skin in the form of a hydroalcoholic gel dispersion, the composition 
comprising salicylic acid or a salt thereof and a gelling agent as described in present claim 1 . 

- Document D1 , cited by the applicant, which is considered as the closest prior art, describes 
a cosmetic composition comprising salicylic acid or a salt thereof and a gelling agent in the 
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fornn of a copolymer of acryloyi dinnethy! tauric acid or a salt thereof. 

- The difference between the teaching of the closest prior art and the subject-matter of present 
claims 1-48 is a form of a hydroalcoholic gel dispersion. 

- Starting from D1 , the person skilled of the art had no incentive to come to the claimed 
solution and therefore, the subject-matter of present claims 1-48 is considered as inventive 
according to Article 33 (1),(3) PCT. 



- Claims 40-44 relate to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered by the 
provisions of Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT. Consequently, no opinion will be formulated with respect to 
the industrial applicability of the subject-matter of these claims (Article 34(4)(a)(l) PCT). 

4. Industrial Application (Article 33(4) PCT) 

- The subject-matter of present claims 40-44 is considered to be industrially applicable; claims 
40-44 therefore, satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 33(4) PCT. 
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43.. A method as claimed in Claim 40, which method is a cosmetic 
method. 

44. A method as claimed in any one of Claims 40 to 43, wherein the 
5 composition is a composition as claimed in any one of Claims 2 to 39. 

45. The use of a copolymer of acryloyi dimethyl tauric acid or a salt 
thereof as a gelling agent in a cosmetically acceptable skincare composition 
comprising a hydroalcoholic gel comprising salicylic acid or a salt thereof, 

10 provided that if the composition contains xanthan gum, then It does not 
contain iron trichloride. 

46. An article comprising a fibrous substrate impregnated with a 
cosmetically acceptable skincare composition in the form of a hydroalcoholic 

15 gel dispersion, the composition comprising salicylic acid or a salt thereof and 
a gelling agent in the form of a copolymer of acryloyi dimethyl tauric acid or a 
salt thereof provided that if the composition contains xanthan gum. then it 
does not contain iron trichloride. 

20 47, An article as claimed in claim 46, wherein the fibrous substrate is 

impregnated with the skincare composition in an amount In the range from 10 
to 30% by weight, preferably from 15 to 25% by weight and most preferably 
from 18 to 22% by weight of the fibrous substrate. 

25 48. An article as claimed in either one of claims 46 or 47 wherein the 
substrate comprises cellulose or cotton fibres or a mixture thereof. 
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